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LAW BOOKS AND BLANKS, 

FOR SALE 

AT COMMONWEALTH OFFICE. 

BOOKS. 

MONROE & HARLAN’S DIGEST OF THE DECIS- 
IONS OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, 

2 vols. Price, • - • - * $12 00 

KENTUCKY CODES OF PRACTICE, 

1 vol. Price, 3 50 

REVISED STATUTES OF KENTUCKY, 

1 vol. Price, 5 00 

DEBATES OF THE CONVENTION, 

1 vol. Price, 3 00 

GUIDE TO JUSTICES, CLERKS. SHERIFFS, 
die., by John C. Herndon, 

1 vol. Price, - 

ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF KY.— 

Session 1855 and 1850 — 2 vols. Price 

THE GENERAL ACTS of Session 1855 and 
1856 — in Phamphlet form. Price - 

THE GENERAL ACTS of Session 1853 and 
1854— bound in Leather. Price 



3 00 



3 00 



I 00 



1 50 

B. MONROE’S REPORTS— The 15th, 10th <fc 17th vols. 
of Ben. Monroe’s Reports. $5 per volume. 

LOUGHBOROUGH’S DIGEST OF THE STAT- 
UTES, 

1 vol. Price, - • - - - - 3 00 

HON. GKO. ROBERTSON’S SPEECH —' “The American 
Party , its Principles , its Objects , and its Hopes .” 
Pamphlet. Price — 10 cts. 

HON. GARRETT DAVIS’ SPEECHES. Pamphlet. 
Price— 5 cts. 

B L A~n”k S , 

BLANKS FOR COUN TY COURT JUDGES of all kinds. 
Price — 00 cts per quire. 

JUSTICES’ BLANKS— WARRANTS AND EXECU- 
TIONS. 

Price— 60 cts per quire . 

CONSTABLE’S SALE NOTICE’S, REPLEVIN BONDS 
dec. 

Price— 00 cts per quire. 

SHERIFF’S REPLEVIN BONDS. Price— 60 cts per 
quire. 

CIRCUIT CLERK’S EXECUTIONS. Price— 60cts per 
quire. 

BLANK CHECKS, on Branch Bank of Kentucky, a 
Frankfort, and Farmers* Bank of Kontucky.— 
Price— $ I per quire. 

BLANK DEEDS. Price— $1 per quire. 

JUj* Orders from a distance for any of the above 
named Books or Blanks will be promptly attended to 
when accompanied by the Cash; and if desired to be 
forwarded by mail, the postage will be pre-paid upon the 
condition that it be refunded by the person ordering the 
article to be sent by mail. 



JOHN FLOURNOY, 

Attorney at Law, Notary Public, 

DEVOTES HIMSELF TO THE 

COMMERCIAL A ADMIRALTY PRACTICE, 

ST. LOUIS , MO. 

C OLLECTIONS in all parts of Missouri aud Illinois at 
tended to, prompt remittances made, correspond- 
ence solicited, and information cheerfully given. 

REFERS, BY PERMISSION, TO 
Theof. Parsons. L. L. D-, Professor of Law , Cam- 
bridge , J Muss, 

Kknnard Brother, Merchants , SI. Louis. 

Crow, M( Crkkky & Co.. Merchants , St. Louis. 

Hon. Jno- F. Hyland, Judge Supreme Court of Mo 
Haywood, Crow & Co., Merchants , St. Louis. 
Buckner, Hall di Co , Merchants, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Sept. 9, 1857— ly. 



FRANKLIN GORIN. 



A. SI. GAZLAY. 



GORIN & GAZLAY, 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law, 



LOUISVILLE, KY. 



REFERENCES. 

Messrs. Jas. Trabub dc Co.; Garvin, Bell dc Co.; 
McDowell, Yocno dc C«».; Hughes dc Hutchison; Low 
dc Whitney; Jas. K. Breed, Esq.; Hays, Craig dc Co.; 
Carutii, Mos< dc Trioo; Wilson, Starbird dc Smith; 
Casseday dc Hopkins; Curd dc White; Abat dc Hai- 
ley; Curd dc Co. [Aug. 17, 1857 — tf. 



M. D. M’HENRY. 



W. H. M'HENRY. 



M. D. & W. H. M’HENRY, 

ATTORNEYS AND LAND AGENTS, 

DBS MOINES, IOWA, 

P ROPOSE to practice in the various Courts of Polk 
county, and in the Supreme Court of Iowa, and the 
United Stales District Court. 

They have also established a General Agency for the 
transaction of all oianuer of business connected with 
Land Titles. 

They will enter Lands, investigate Titles, buy and sell 
Lands, and invest money on the best terms and on the 
best securities. 

They will enter Lands in Kansas and Nebraska Terri 
tones, if an amount sufficient to Justify a visit to that 
country is offered. 

The Seuior pariuer having been engaged extensively 
in the business of the law in the Courts of Kentucky for 
nearly thirty years, and the Junior having been engaged 
in the Land Business in Iowa for eight years past, during 
which lime he has made actual survey of a large portion 
of Polk and adjoining counties, they feel confident they 
will oe able to render a satisfactory account of all busi 
ne^* entrusted to them 

They will enter Land with Land Warrants or Money, 
upon actual inspection of the premises, and will buy and 
sell Lands on Commission, upon a careful investigation 
of Titles. Persons wishing to settle in the Slate can 
hnd desirable farms and city property for sale, by calling 
on them ut their office in Sherman's Buildiug, corner of 
Third street and Court Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa. 
March 11,1857 — tf. 



GEORGE W. CRADDOCK, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
FRANKFORT, KY. 

O FFICE removed to East aide of St. Clair street, 
over the Telegraph Office. Will practice Law in all 
►he Courts held in Frankfort, and adjoiningcounties. 
Dec. 7, 1850— tf. 



JOHN RODMAN, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

Office on St. Clair Street, next Door to Morse’s 
Telegraph Office, 

WILL practice in all the Courts held in Frankfort, and 
tf in Oldham, Heury, Trimble and Owen counties. 
Oct. 28, 1853. 



MOREHEAD & BROWN. 

Partners in the 

PRACTICE OF LAW, 

r LL attend to all business confided to them In the 
Court of Appeals, Federal Court, and other Courts 
whieh hold their sessions at Frankfort, Kv. One or 
both may al way a be found at theiroffice, to give counsel 
ortrausact business. Frankfort, Jan. ti, 1852— by. 



- Ami LBS. HAMS, SIDES AND SHOULDERS, in 
Jav/Uw store and for sale by 
April 1, 1857. w. A. CAINES. 



The VVeeklv Commonwealth, a large mam- 
moth sheet is published every Tuesday morn- 
ing at TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM, in ad- 
vance. 

Our terras for advertising, either in the Tri 
VVeeklyor Weekly Commonwealth, will be as 
liberal as in any of the newspapers published in 
the west. 

XT All letters upon business should be post- 
paid to insure attention. 



J. W. McCLUNG. 

( Formerly of Kentucky.) 

Attorney at Law & Real Estate Broker, 

3 d Street, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

1 IT ILL loan money for capitalists at 24 to 36 per cent 
tY upon real estate worth double the loon, (Minneso- 
ta has no usury law) and make iuvestmeuts in city or 
country property to the best advantage. 

The best Kentucky referencesgiveu if required. Cor- 
respondence solicited. 

Jan. 7, 1857— ly. 



W 



8. D. MORRIS, 

Attorney and Counselor at Law, 

FRANKFORT, KY., 

ILL practice in all the courts held in Frankfort, and 
in the adjoining counties. He will attend parlieu- 



larly to the collection of debts in any part of the Stale. 
All busiuess confided to him will meet with prompt 
attention. 

Office on St. Clair street in the new building 
next door to the Branch Bank of Kentucky, over G. 
W. Craddock's office. 

Feb. 20, 1857 — wdctwby. 



BENJAMIN MONROE. 



JAMES MONROE 



B. & J. MONROE, 

ATTORNEYS AT .LAW, 
FRANKFORT, KY. 

JP/^James Monroe will attend to the collection of 
claims iii central Kentucky: also, to the investigation of 
titles to land in Keutucky, on behalf of noo-resideuts 
and others. [April 9, 1856 — If. 



JOHN A. MONROE, 

ATTORNEY & COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 

FRANKFORT, KY. 

11TILL practice Law in the Court of Appeals' in the 
TV Fraukliu Circuit Court, and all other State Courts 
held in Frankfort, and will attend to ihe collection of 
Debts for non-residents in any part of the Stale. 

Always at home, every commuiuca'ion will have his 
attention on the same day received, and will be prompt 
ly answered, and thus his clients kept algay9 advised ol 
their affairs. Aud having determined to have all his 
briefs and arguments hi the Court of Appeals priuled, 
aud copies furnished to his clients aud counsel in the 
lowercourts, all couceruod will be fully informed how 
his duty has been performed. 

Me will, as Commissioner of Deeds, take the ac- 
knowledgments of Deeds, aud other writings to be 
used or recorded in other States; and, as Commissioner 
under the act of Congress, attend to the taking of depo- 
sitions, affidavits, dec. 

‘*Old Bank,” opposite the Mansion House 
Frankfort, Nov. 19, 1»5U — bv. 



e. t. wall. 



JOHN W.FINNELL 



WALL & EINNELL, 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 

COVINGTON, KY. 

Office.Third Street, Opposite Sooth end City Hall. 

W. 6 t F. practice in the Courts of Kenton, Campbell, 
Grant, Boone, and Nicholas, and the Court of Appeals, 
*i Frankfort. May 5, 1852 — tf- 



JOHN M. HARLAN. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW. 
FRANKFORT, KY. 

Office on St.Clair Street, with J. dc W. L. Harlan. 
REFER TO 

Hon. J. J. Crittenden, ) 

Gov. L. W. Powell, / Frankfort, Ky. 

Hon. James Harlan, ) 

Taylor, Turner & Co., Bankers, Lexington, Ky. 
G. H. Monsarrat de Co., Bankers, Louisville, Ky. 
W. Tanner, Louisville, Ky. 

July 23, 1853— by. 



ROB’T J. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Attorney and Counselor at Law, 
LEXINGTON, KY. 

IJj^OFFICK on Shortstreetbetween Limestone and 
Upper streets. [May 23, 1856— tf. 

J. H. KINKEAD, 

Attorney and Counsellor at Law, 

GALLATIN, MISSOURI. 

W ILL practice iu the Circuit and other Courts of Da- 
viess, and the Circuit Courts of the adjoining coun- 
ties. 

Jfj^Offlce up stair* in the Gallatin Sun Office. 

May 6, 1857— tf. 



THOMAS A. MARSHALL 

H AVING removed to Frankfort and resumed the prac- 
tice of Law, will attend punctually to such cases as 
may be entrusted to him in the Courtof Appeals of Ken- 
tucky, and to such engagements as he may make in 
other Courtsconvenieully accessible. He will also give 
opinions and advice in writing, upon cases slated in 
writing, or on records presented to hi in. He will prompt- 
ly attend to all communications relating to the busiuess 
above described, and may at all times, except wbea ab- 
sent on business, be found in Fraukfori. 

March 30, 1857-tf. 



JOSHUA TEVIS, 
Counselor and Attorney at Law, 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

OFFICE— COURT-PLACE, .NEAK SIXTH STREET. 
Residence — East de Sixth, near Broadway. 

June 8, 1857— ly. 



FRANK BEDFORD, 
Attorney at Law, 
VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Dec. I, 1850— tf. 



T. N. LINDSEY, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
Frankfort, Ky., 

11T ILL practice Law in all the Courts held in Frankfort 
TV aud the adjoining counties. His Office is at bis resi- 
lience, near P.Swigert’s, entrance on Washington street. 



Frankfort, Feb. 20, 1849, 751-lf. 



MORTON & GRISWOLD. 

Booksellers , (stationers. Binders, anc Book and 
Job Printers, Main street, Louisville, Ky., 

H AVE constantly on hand a complete assortment of 
Law, Medical, Theological, Classical. School, and 
Miscellaneous Books, at low prices. Paper ofeverj 
de scrip tion, quality, and price. 
J£I7 > Colleges,Schoola,and Private Libraries supplied 

at a small advance on cost. Wholesale or Retail. 

April 1, 1845— 651-by. 



GEORGE STEALEY, 

CIVIL & MINING ENGINEER, 

AND 

LAND SURVEYOR. 

JO* Office at Smith, Bradley & Co., Land Agents, 9f 
Randolph street, South side, between Clark and Dear- 
born streets, Chicago, 111. 

Sept. 14, 1855— tf. 



N. D. SMITH. 



C. O. SMITH 



N. D. SMITH & CO., 

MA.ND . ACl'URERS OF 

ALCOHOL, 

COLOGNE AND PURE SPIRITS, 

Nos. 16 4" 18> West side Second St., bet. Main Sf Market 

LOUI 8 VILLB, K Y. 

August 26, 1857— ly. 



OEO. W. O WIN. 



O. W. OWEN 



GWIN & OWEN, 

Dealers in Hardware and Cutlery, 

STORE IN HANNA’S NEW BUILDING, 

MAIM STREET, 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY . 

Jan. 30, 1857— If. 



FRESH ARRIVAL 

SHOES, 

LADIES’ SLIPPERS AND GAITERS, 

WITH OK WITHOUT HEELS. 

LADIES’ BUSK 1 XS. 

MISSES AND CHILDRENS 

GOAT and KID BOOTS. 

BOYS GAITERS AND SHOES. 

— ALSO- 

GENTS LASTING SHOES 

AND 

GLOVE KID OXFORD TIES. 

JUST RECEIVED BY EXPRESS AND FOR SALE AT 

EVANS’ 

SHOE AND BOOKSTORE. 

July 1, 1857. 



H. G. BANTA 



5 



PAINTER & PAPER HANGER. 



To the Citizens of Frankfort and Sur- 
rounding Country: 

1 AM THANKFUL to you for past favors, and hope by 
strict attention to business aud by doing good work, 
to merit a continuance of the same in the following 
branches of my trade: 

HOUSE PAINTING; 

All kinds of Zinc, White and Enameled Finished Paint- 
ing, Wall, Ceiling and all kinds of plain House and 
Roof painting done in the most durable manner. Mix 
ed paints always for sale. 

SIGN PAINTING 

All kinds Gilt, Fancy aud Plaiu Signs; also, Signs 
neatly painted on Glass, or Transparent Cloth for Show- 
Windows; Truuks aud Umbrellas marked at short no- 
tice. 

IMITATIONS OF WOODS & MARBLRS, 

Mahogany, Maple, Walnut, Rosewood, Oak, and all 
kinds of Staining and Imitations of all kinds of Murble, 
in the best manner. 

GLAZING 

Of every description, such as Sashes for Houses, and 
Green Houses, bedded in Putty. All kinds of Stained 
and Frosted Glass furnished and Glazed in the very 
best style. 

PAPER HANGI N G. 

Every kind of Paneled, Match, Plain or Ornamental 
Paper Hanging; Testers aud Fire Screens neatly paper- 
ed. 

June 24, 1857— ly. 



A SPLENDID ASSORTMENT 

OF FANCY ARTICLES, 

CAN BK OBTAINED AT 

DR. MILLS’ DRUG STORE. 



For Cloth, Velvet and Bonnet purposes, at 
Dr. Ml 



POMADES FOR THE HAIR 

Of every style and price at 

Dr. MILLS’ Drugstore. 

TOOTH “BRUSHES, 

A beautiful assortment, at 

Dr. Drug Store. 

COMBS 

every description and material, at 

Dr. MILLS’ Drug Store. 

HAIR BRUSHES. 

The largest variety In Frankfort, at 

Dr. MILLS’ Drug Store. 

odontalgicTreparations. 

Consisting of Tooth Soaps, Tooth Paste, Tooth Powder, 
dec., at br. MILLS’ Drugstore. 

DOG grass~brushes. 

loses, at 

ILLS’ Drug Store. 

FAN C Y~SO APS 

Of every price, of all shapes, colors, sizes and perfumes, 
at Dr. MILLS’ Drug Store. 

FINE TOILET BOTTLES, 

Beautiful styles of Bohemian, at 

Dr. MILLS’ Drugstore. 

FINE COLOGNE, 

For sale In any quantity, either in bottles, suitable for 
the toilet, or otherwise, at 

Dr. MILLS’ Drug Store. 

HANDKERCHIEF EXTRACTS. 

The genuine Lubin’s as well as a variety ol other's 
make, in new styles, and at all prices, ut 

Dr. MILLS’Drug Store. 

EVERYTHING 

In theline of Fancy and Toilet articles, that either La- 
dies or Gentlemen can desire, ut 

Dr. MILLS’ Drug Store. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 

A handsome selection will be opened in due time for 
the approaching holidays, at 

Dr. MILLS’ Drugstore. 

Dec. 1, 1856. 



GREENWOOD 

FEMALE SEMINARY, 

FRANKFORT, KY., 

Mn. M. T. RUNYAN, Principal. 

Ml.. LAURA M. KENDALL. Teacher of Music. 



T HE Eighteenth Session of this School will commence 
on Monday , the lOf A day of August , 1857, in the new 
and spacious School House, just erected lor the purpose, 
at Greenwood. 

EXPENSES PER SESSION. 

Board, including Fuel and Lights, $60 00 

Tuition in English studies, 20 00 

French, Latin, Drawing, aud Painting, oach, io 00 

Music on Piano, 25 00 

Use of instrument for practice, 5 00 

Washing, 5 0 o 

Stationery, 05 

Instructions in plain and ornamental needle work 
without charge. 

No deduction for voluntary absence. 

For further information address the Principal. 

July 24. 1857— 3m. 



J. L. MOORE & SON 

Are receiving an unusually 
LARGE AND VARIED ASSORTMENT OF 

FALL & WINTER GOODS, 

MANY STYLES ENTIRELY NEW AND VERY 
HANDSOME. 

Their custom is of the best, consequently prices verv 
low. 

Those wishing goods of superior quality at low rates, 
will do well to make them a visit. 

Aug. 31, 1857 — 6w. 



1$ CARES FRESH PEACHES AND 12 CASES PINE 
Lo APPLE, in store and for sale by 
April 1, 1857. * W. A. GAINES. 

1 AH BBLS. KANAWHA SALT, for sale bv 
JLUU April 1. 1857. W. A. GAINES, 



k. Randolph smith, ciias. 8. \vai.i.er. j. t. boyi.k. 
Chicago. III. Chicago, 111. Danville, Ky. 

SMITH, WALLER & CO., 

REAL ESTATE BROKERS, 

OFFICE— MASONIC TEMPLE, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

r llVE particular an<l personal attention to the invest- 
I inenl of money for others in I, ami-. Town Lots, 
dec*., in Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, and 
to the location of Land Warrants. They will also invest 
money on BONDS and REAL ESTATE SECURITIES, 
at highly remunerative rute9 of interest, for parties de- 
siring iu 

Their facilities and opportunities for investment, ex- 
perience in the business, and acquaintance with the 
great North-West, warrant the beliel hat they can make 
as sale aud profitable investments as any parties in the 
West. 

All letters of inquiry or on business promptly answer- 
ed. Address, SMITH, WALLER 61 CO., 

Box No. 28/*?, Chicago, Illinois, or 
J. T. BOYLE Danville Kv. 

REFERENCES. 

Hon. S. A. Douglas, Chicago, III. 

Hon. B. L. Morris, Chicago, III. 

Gov. J. A. Matteson, Joliet, 111. 

Hon. D. Davis, Bloomington, 111. 

Gov. C. S. Morehkad, Frank lort, Ky. 

Hon. Ttios. S. Page, Frankfort, Ky. * 
Messrs. Bodley d: Pindei.l, Louisville, Ky. 
Messrs. Taylor, Shelby dc Co., Lexington, Ky. 
Col. J. W. Finnic ll, Covington, Ky. 

Hon. W. C. Goodloe, Richmond, Ky. 

Col. C. Rodks, Danville, Ky. 

Hon. Z. Wheat, Columbia, Ky. 

Hon. J. K. Underwood. Bowlinggreen, Ky. 

Hon. John G. Kooeks, Glasgow, Ky. 

Hon. John L. Helm, Elizabethtown, Kv. 

Hon. L. VV. Powell, Henderson, Kv. 

May 3l), 1856— If. 



STATEMENT OF THE AFFAIRS 

OF THE 

Charter Oak Life Insurance Company, 

OF HARTFORD, CONN., 

In compliance with “an Act to regulate the Agencies of 
Foreign Companies J' not incorporated by the State of 
Kentucky , aud passed by the Legislature of Kentucky , 
March 3d, 1856. 



MRS. M. I1ERRENSMITH, 

\y- r, RESPECTFULLY invites the particular . »*r\ 

attention of the Ladies of Frankfort and L 
vicinity, that she has just returned from 
the East with a most beautiful assortment of 

FALL 4* I VIA TER 31 I LINER I 

AND 

Fancy Goods, 

Consisting of the following articles: 

BONNETS from 50 cents up to §18. 

LADIES DRESS CAPS from 50 cents up to $4. 
ALL KIND OF HEAD DRESSES. 

F REN C H A N D A M E RICAN FLOWERS. 
RIBBONS, of all quality and prices. 

CHILDREN’S BONNETS, 
And all kind of Worsted Goods lor Children; Cloaks 
ami Furs for Ladies and t hildren; all kind of Kid Trav- 
eling and Riding Gloves for Ladies; Dress Trimmings: 
Ladies Corsets; Hoop Skirts of all patterns, aud all kind 
of necessary articles of Ladies wear. 

Particular notice is called to a great variety of Worst- 
ed stockings, a new fashion kind of Comb for keeping 
on the Bonnets, and Hair Pins to hold on Bonnets also; 
all kinds of Fancy and Common Hair Pius; also a great 
variety of Gu inelastic Hair Pins to prevent the hair from 
falling out; all kind of Puff Combs; Gumelu'lic Hair 
Combs; all kiud of C'oiut s. Tooth Brushes, Needleaund 
Pin*; l.adies and Children’s Belts: Ladies Embroider- 
ed and Common Handkerchiefs; Chinelle Scarfs for la- 
dies; Worsted Undersleeves and Worsted Hoods for 
ladirs to wear to evening parlies, and a great variety of 
Fancy Articles loo numerous to uienliou. 

Mrs. HERRENSMITH 

Having personally selected these Goods in the Eastern 
Cities from the best manufacturers, she flatters herself 
that tier efforts in cab*ring for the good taste of the La- 
dies of Frunklort will be duly appreciated. I return 
m\ thanks to my friends and customers and hope the) 
will all cull again, as 1 will give my particular attention 
lo please them. 

BLEACHING & TRIMMING 

Done in the latest and best stv le. 1 will sell every thing 
us low as possible. Call and examine before purchus 
ing elsewhere, as it will be no trouble but a pleasure lo 
show goods. 

TQ 3 I will have an OPENING ON SATURDAY, Oc 
tober 10 h,on St. Clair Street, in the old stand of Dr. 
MUNSEL, «nd will also keep the store on Main street. 
Oct. 9, R*5T— If. 



STATEMENT. 

1st. The aru't of its actual capital stock is 
2d. The amount of its capital stock, ex- 
clusive of stock, notes, and iu bank 
slocks, cash bonus and mortgages, is 
3d. The assets ol the company ure: 

1st. Amount of cash i 11 hard and in 
the bauds of agents or other per- 
sons. 

2d. Bonds owned by the company are 
county bonds with interest, 

3d. Debts to the company secured by 
mortgage — none. 

4th. Debts otherwise secured, viz: 

B lls receivable, upou interest, 
including mutual prom, notes, 
Obligation for capital stock ap- 
proved by the Direciors of said 
com pun v, aud by the comptroll- 
er • >(' the Stale of Connecticut, 
Cash loans on endorsed promis- 
sory notes with collateral secu- 
rity, chiefly on demand and at 
about 12 per cent, iulerest, 
Accrued iulerest to the company 
on investments, - 

5th. Debts for premiums at interest, 
6th. All other securities ure: 

Bank stock in cities of Hertford 
and New York. 

Cash in Bank on deposit on de- 
mand, bearing iulerest, 
Personal property of the compa- 
ny, - 

Preferred Railroad stock at 10 
per ceul. interest, ... 



$200,000 00 

150,000 00 

29,202 55 
150 00 

165,150 25 
50,000 00 

51,896 03 

10,209 76 
34,144 75 

109,791 00 
50,000 00 
2,000 00 
300 00 



$502, H44 34 



STOVES! STOVES!! 




4th. Losses due and unpaid— none. 

5th. Losses adjusted and not due, • $11,000 00 

Glh. Losses in suspense wailing for fur- 
ther proof — none. 

7th . All other clumis -gainst the company 
or other iudebieduuss, whether due 
or not *1 ue— none except ordinary cur- 
rant bills. 

8th. Payment of losses resisted, dec. — 

Never resisted any. 

9ih. The act of incorporation of this Com- 
pany was granted by the Legislature 
of Connecticut at lls May session, A. 

D.. 1*511, and is the same as tiled in 
the office of the Auditor of Kentucky 
in July, 1856. 

The undersigned hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a c rrect statement 01 the affairs of the Company ac- 
cording to their best kuowledge and belief. 

J. C- WALKLEY, President. 

Samuel II. White, Secretary. 

Hartfobd, July 14th, 1857. 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT, t 

County of Hartford, Hartford, July 17, 1857 i 8i * 

Personally appeared, James C. alkley and Samuel 
H. White, subscribers of the foregoing instrument, to 
me known as aforesaid, and made oath to the truth of 
the same according to their best knowledge and belief. 
Before me, JEROME B. BROWN, 

Justice of the Peace. 

A true copy from the original on fi>eiu this office. 

THO.S. PAGE, Auditor. 
Frankfort, Ky., July 1,1857. 

AUDITOR'S OFFICE, > 

Frankfort, Ky., July 1, 1857. j 

This is to certify thatJ. M. MILLS, as Agent of the 
Charter Oak Life Insurance Co., of Hartford, Conn., 
at (Frankfort) Franklin county, has filed in this office Ihe 
statements and exhibit^ required b> the nrovisions of an 
act, entiled, “An act lo regulate Ageucies of Foreign 
Insurance Companies,” approved March 3, 1*56; and it 
having been shown to the satisfaction of the undersigned 
that said Company is possessed of an actual cupilul of at 
Least one hundred and fifty thousand dollurs, as requir- 
ed by said act, the said I. M. Mills, as Agent asalore 
said, is hereby licensed and permitted to take risks and 
transact business of insurance at his office in Frankfurt, 
for the term of one year from the date hereof. But 
this license may be revoked if it shall he made to appear 
lo the undersigned that since the filing of the state- 
ments above referred to, the available capital of said 
Company has been reduced below one hundred and 
fitly thousand dollars. 

In testimony whereof, I have set my hand, the day and 
year above written. 

THO. S. PAGE, Auditor. 

J. M. MILLS, Agent, 

Frunklort, Ky. 

Sept. 16, 1857— w&tw2w. 



STATEMENT OF THE CONDITION 

OF THE 

Hartford Fire Insurance Company, 

OF HARTFORD, CONN., 

As per Report to the Stockholders, at their Annual 
Meeting, June 4th, 1857. and submitted to the Aud- 
itor of the State of Kentucky, July, 1857. 

1. The name of the Company Is the HARTFORD 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY; and its locatlou isat 

Hartford, Conn. 

2. The Capital Stock of the Company Is THREE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

3. The amount of its Capital Stock paid up is THREE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

4. The Assets of the Company are as follows: 

511 Shares Hartford Bank Stock, par 

value 51.100, market value, - - $69,496 00 

352 Shares Phoenix Bank stock, par val. 

ue 35.200, market value, - - 38,368 00 

100 Shares Conn. River Banking Co., 

stock, par value 5.01)0, market value, 6,500 00 

80 Shares Farmers and Mechanics B'k 

stock, par val 8,000. market value, 11,200 00 

80 Shares Farmers aud Mechanics B'k 
stock, (10 per cent, paid in,) par 

value , market value, . 800 00 

200 Shares Exchange Bank stock, par 

value 10,000, market value, . . 10,400 00 

115 Shares City Bank slock, par value 

11.500, market value, - 14,030 00 

150 Shares Bank of Hartford County 
stock, par value 15,000, market val- 
ue, - - 16,050 00 

200 Shares Charter Oak Bank stock, par 

value 20.000, market value, - . 24,200 00 

100 Shares Mercantile Bank slock, par 

value 10.00U, market value, - - 12,000 00 

200 Shares American Exchange Bank 
stock, N. Y., par value 20,000, mar- 
ket value, ..... 22,400 00 

200 Shares Bank of America 9tock, N. 

Y., par value 2<»,(MX), market value, 24,000 00 
200 Shares Bank ol Commerce stock, 

N. Y., nar val. 20,000, market val., 21,400 00 
200 Shares Importers and Traders Bank 
stock, N. Y., par value 20,000, mar- 
ket vadue, - ... - 21,800 00 

200 Shares Manhattan Co. Bank stock, 

N Y., par value 10,000, market val., 13,400 00 
100 Shares Merchants B’k stock, N. Y., 

par value 5,00o, market value, - 6,800 00 

200 Shares Union Bank stock, N. Y., par 

value 10,t0o, market value, - - 12,000 00 

200 Shares Ocean Bank stock, N. Y., 

par value 10.000, market value, - 9,600 00 

100 Shares Bank North America stock, 

N. Y., par value lo,fih0, market val., 10,800 00 

200 Shares Metropolitan Bank stock, N. 

Y., par value 20,000. market value, 22,000 00 
100 Shares Hartford und New Haven R. 

R. slock, par value market 

value, - - - - - - 12,000 00 

100 Shares Hartford, Providence and 
Fishkill R. R. stock, par value 10,. 

01 J0, market value, - 500 00 

34 Shares Hartford, Providence and 
Fishkill K. K. stock, preferred, par 
value 3,400, market value, - - 1,700 00 

20 Shares Conn. River R. R. stock, par 

value 2, »*0o, market value, . . 1,000 00 

120 Shares Conn. River Co. stock, par 

value 12,001), market value, - - 3,000 00 



STATEMENT 

OF THE 

New York Life Insurance Company, 

Up to the lsf day of July , 1857, made in conformity with 
the requirement of the law of Kentucky. 



I HAVE just received a large assortment of the ho* 
I COOKING STOVES over brought to the city o 
Frankfort, which 1 cun sell us cheap as can be bought 
111 Louisville, forcash. Give me a call and see for your- 
self. 

Copper, Tin & Sheet Iron Ware 

in allits various branches, wholesale and retail, aschcap 
as it can bo bought at any oilier house in the city. Job 
work executed with neatness and dispatch. 

Tin (*iitte)'ing and Spouting 
madeand put up on the shortest notice and most reas 
otiuble terms. All of those who are iu w ant of 

Copper, Tin or Sheet Iron F.oofing 

would make it to their intereslto give ine*a cull before 
going elsewhere. 

TTP Don’t forget to come to Old Bank Building, one 
door from the coruer Main and St. Clair streets. 

June II, 1850— tf. H. R. MILLER. 



MERCHANT & SMITH, 

PLUMBERS AND TINNERS, 

Shop on 81. Clair Street , Opposite the Postofllce. 

FRANKFORT , KY 

IITATER Closets, Bath Tubs, Hot and Cold Shower 
it Baths, Wash frays. Plain and Fancy Wash Stands 
and every description of Plumbing work put up iutbe 
most workmanlike manner. 

Copper, Tin & Sheet Iron Work, Spout- 
ing and Guttering 

of all descriptions. 

Continually on hand a largo assortment of 

COOKING, PARLOR & COAL STOVES; 

Cistern, Well and Force Pumps; Sheet Lead, Lead 
Pi pe, dec. 

1 if* A 1 1 orders promptly attendedto. 

Feb. 13, 1857-tf. 



PHOENIX FOUNDRY, 

TENTH ST, BETWEEN MAIN AND CANAL, 
OFFICE NORTH SIDE MAIN STREET, 

BKTWKKN NINTH AND TENTH. 
fl/’M. H.GR \l.\GKR,Agent,ManufacturerofSteam 
Engines and Machinery for Saw or Grist Mills, Coal 
Mines, &c., &c., Cranks, Gudgeons, Rag Irons, Saw 
Slides, Carriage Segments, Cotton Gin Segments, and 
Pinions, Car Wheels, Grate Bars, Mill Spindles, Mill 
Dogs and Stirrups, always on hand. 

Hotchkiss’ Reaction Water Wheels 

or Grist or Saw Mills. 

A Urse assortment of Pattern, for Mill Gearing &c. 
Castings made atthe shortesl notice. 

WM.H. GKAINGER.j»g«a(. 
AprilSl 1850— tf Louisville, Ky. 



R. RUNYAN, 

\ T BAKER A: RUNYAN’S old stand, hasjust received 
A an addition to his present stock of Staple and Fancy 

DRY GOODS, QUEENSWARE, &c., 

To which he invites the attention of the public, as he 
wilt sell as low a* the lowest. Give him a cull. 

April G, 1857 — tf. 



Wolfe, Dash & Fisher, 

(Successors to Wolfe, Gillespie $ Co.,) 
f M PORTERS an <1 .! obbcr«<> f Foreign and American 
I Hardware. Cutlery, Gille«pir'* Guns, Pistols 
and Itilles, 3^, Warren street, New York. 

Nov. 14. 1856 — ly.* 



ASSETS: 

Cash on hand, - $ 25,172 j 

320 Shares Delaware and Hudson Canal 

stock, par $32,400, .... 34,652 ; 

Albany City Water Bonds, par $50,- 
000, 52,500 l 

Watertow nand Rome Railroad Bonds, 



par $*.’4,000, 
Hu ‘ 



udson River Railroad Bonds, par 

$5,51)0, 

New York Central Railroad Bonds, 
par $6,000, - - 

180 Shares Merchant Bank Stock, par $9,- 

000, - 

100 Shares Bunk of Commerce Stock, par 
$io,u;o, ...... 

75 Shares Bank of the Republic Stock, 
par $1,500, - 

50 Shares American Exchange Bank 
Stock, par $5,000, • 

90 Sliur<*s Metropolitan Bank Stock, par 
S 9 0b0, - - 

50 Shares Park Bank Stock, par $5,- 

blO, 

Loans on stocks, - 
Bonds and mortgages first lien, - 
Premium notes on Life Policies, bearing 
interest, ------ 

Interest uccrued up to July 1st, 1857, 
(Quarterly and semi-annual premiums 
due subsequent to 1st July, 1857, 
Premiums on policies in bauds of Agents, 



5,256 ? 
40.927 ! 
484,225 1 

490,277 - 
24,023 1 

12,979 ! 
17.167 ! 



$1,260,214 05 



LIABILITIES. 

Losses due and unpaid— none. 

Losses adjusted and not due, . - . $ 25, GOO ( 

Losses unadjusted und in suspense await. 

ing further proof, - 8,000 ( 

Losses resisted— believed to be fraudulent 

or unjust, 11,000 ( 

Accumulated dividend interest, - . 34.344 I 

Taxes in litigation about .... 6,000 ( 



$84,94 4 30 



For Rent. 

T HE BARBER'S SHOP attached to the Capital Hotel 
is for rent, from the first day of November next. 

Oct. 9, 1857— tf. D. MERIWETHER. 



STATE OF NEW YORK, l 

City and County of New York, 1 **' 

Morris Franklin, President o the New York Life In- 
surance Company, being duly affirmed, doth declare 
and suy, that lo the bestof his knowledge, information 
and beliei, the above statement is correct and true; that 
all the investments therein referred to were mude i*i 
good faith, and not for any temporary expediency: that 
ihe assets of the said company were, at the dute of the 
said statement S 12260.21 4 05, &9 therein set forth, and 
Invested as therein stated. 

Affirmed this 22d day of July, 1857, before me. 

E. A. STANSBURY, Com. Deeds. 

MORRIS FRANKLIN, President. 

A true copy from the original on file iu this office. 

Auditor’s Office, Ky., July 1, 1857. 

THO. S. PAGE Auditor. 

AUDITOR'S OFFICE, ) 

Frankfort, Ky., July 1, 1857.) 

This is to certify that HENRY WINGATE, as Agentof 
ihe New York Idle Insurance Company, of New York, at 
[Frankfort] Franklin county, has filed in this office the 
statements and exhibits required by the provisions of 
an act, entitled. “An act to regulate Agencies of Foreign 
Insurance Companies,” approved March 3, 1856; and 
it having been shown to the satisfaction of the undersign- 
ed that said Company is possessed of an actual capital 
of at least one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, as re. 
quired by said act, ihe said Henry Wingate, as Agent as 
aforesaid, ishereby licensed and permitted to take risks 
and transact business of insurance at his office in Frank- 
fort. for the term of oue year from the date hereof.— 
But this license may be revoked if it shall be made to 
appear to the unders'gned that since the filing of the 
statements above referred to, the available capital of 
said Company has been reduced below oue hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. 

In testimony whereof, I have set my hand, the day 
and year above written. 

THO. S. PAGE, Auditor. 

II. WINGATE, Agent. 

August 5, 1857— w2w. Frankfort, Ky. 

6 HH0S. N. O. SUGAR, Just received and for sale by 
April 1, 1857. W. A. GAINES. 



Bills receivable bearing interest, (of 
which $110,000 is Special Deposit in 
Banks on interest) .... 
Balances on book, due the Company, 
Cash on hand, 



$385,444 00 



$207,315 21 
7,146 30 
18,913 91 



$618,809 42 

5. No liabilities to Banks or others, 
due or not due. 

6. No losses adjusted and due. 

7. Amount of losses, either unad-x 

8. justed or adjusted and not> 73,709 35 

due, ) 

9. Losses in suspense waiting fur- 
ther proof, included in last an- 
swer above. 

10. All other claims against the Com- 
pany, including dividend $30,- 

000 payable June 10, 1857, - 42,270 33 

11. The rule of the Company is not to exceed $10,000 
in any one risk, subject to loss by u single fire. 

12. The amount insured In a city or village, depends 
upon its size,— generally all the desirable risks lobe 
had . su bject to the rule last above named. 

13. The amount insured in any one block of buildings 
depends upon its size and construction, subject to the 
rule above referred to. 

14. The Act of Incorporation accompanies this. 

C. B. BOWERS, Secretary. 

State of Connecticut, \ 

Hartford County. ) 4 

June 19tb. 1857, personally appeared, C. B. Bowers, 
Secretary of the Hartford Fire Insurance Company, 
and made oath that the foregoing s'ateinent, by him 
subscribed, is a true, full and correct statement of the 
affairs of said Company, and exhibits its actual condi- 
tiou on the first day ol May, 1857; and he further de- 
clares under oath, that the subsequent business of the 
Company, as far as reported and ascertained atthe dale 
ol making ibis affidavit, has been such as to produce 
no materia, or unfavorable change in the condition of 
its affairs shown in the above exhibit. 

Before .me, K. G. DRAKE, J. P. 

A true copy from the original on tile in this office. 

THO. S. RAGE, Auditor. 

Frankfort, Ky., July 1,1857. 

AUDITOR'S OFFICE, | 

Frankfort. Kv.. July 1, 1857. j 

This Is to certify that J. M. MILLS, ns Agent of the 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company, of Hartford, Conn., 
ut (Frankfort,) Franklin county, lias tiled In this office 
the statements and exhibits required by the provisions 
of an act, entitled, “A 11 act lo r.-gulate Agencies ol For- 
eign Insurance Companies,*’ approved March 3, 1856; 
und it having been shown to the satisfaction of the un- 
dersigned that said Company is possessed of an actual 
capital of at least one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, as required by said act, the said J. M. Mills, as 
Agent as aforesaid, is hereby licensed and permitted to 
take risksand transact business of insurance at his office 
in Frankfort, lor the term of one year from the date 
hereof. Hut this license may be revoked it it shall be 



made lo appear to the undersigned that since the filing 

j/ital 

H reduced below one bunc 
and fifty thousand' dollurs. 



of the statements above referred to, the available canii 
of said Company has been reduced below one bunared 



In testimony whereof,! have set my hand, the day and 
year above written. 

THO. S. PAGE, Auditor. 

J .M. MILLS, Agent, 

July 15, 1857— w&tw2w. Frunklort, Ky. 



JOHN SHILUTO & CO. 

Nos, 101, 103 & 10.3 West Fourth Street, 

CINCINNA TI. 



G 



IN— If you want excellent GIN call at 
May 15, 1857. GEO. A. ROBERTSON'S. 



IMPORTERS OF 

DRY-GOODS & CARPETING! 

Respectfully call the attention of their Customers and 
Purchasers generally to the opening of their New Store, 
on Monday, the 31st inst., with an extensive and varied 
assortment of 

DRY GOODS, - 

irnsz r jr jhc imr «r— 9 

FLOOR OIL CLOTH, be. 

Families, Merchants. Hotel Keepers, Steamboat Owners, 
and Strangers may depend upon finding the best cluss 
of goods, Wholesale uiin Retail, at prices as low as they 
can be purchased in the Eastern Cities. 

Aug. *24, 185? — tw3in.* 



PREMIUM 

Saddle, Harness and Trunk Warerooms 

OF 

C. PROAL, 

01 THIRD STREET, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 

A largo assortment of 

Coach and Buggy Harness, 

Wagon and Cart Harness, 

SADDLES AND BRIDLES 

Of every variety. 

TRUNKS. VALISES AND CARPET BAGS. 

LINEN AND WOOLEN HORSE COVERS.&c. 
All orders left with C. G- Graham, of Frankfort, or 
sent direetto the proprietor will receive prompt ntten- 
tio Persons visiting Louisville wanting articles in 
my line will find it to their interest to give ine a call be- 
fo re pu rchasing elsewhere. 

TTj 3 Remember the Four Story Store. Third Street, 
between Main and Market. ^ July 13, 1857— 6m. 



T ill Sis anew medicine.admirabl) adapted fori tspur- 
pose, andpleusanllotheiaste. at 
April4. Dr. MILLS’ Drugstore 



T HE CO M M 0 N W E A L T If. 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 



Fellow Citizens of the Senate 

and House of Representatives: 

In obedience to the command of the constitu 
tion, it has now become my duty “to give to 
Congress information of the state of the Union, 
and recommend to their consideration such meas- 
ures” as I judge to be “necessary and expe- 
dient.” 

But first, and above all, our thanks are due to 
Almighty God for the numerous benefits which 
he has bestowed upon our people, and our united 
prayers ought to ascend to Him that He would 
contiuue to bless our great Republic in time to 
come as he has blessed it in time past. Since 
the adjournment of the last Congress our con 
stituents have enjoyed an unusual degree of 
health. The earth has yielded her fruits ftbun 
dandy, and has bountifully rewarded the toil of 
the husbandman. Our great staples have com- 
manded high prices, and, up to within a brief 
period, our manufacturing, mineral and mechuni 
cal occupations have largely partaken of the 
general prosperity We have possessed all the 
elements of material wealth in rich abundance, 
and yet, notwithstanding all these advantages, 
our countrv, in its monetary interests, is at the 
present moment in a deplorable condition. 

In the midst of unsurpassed plenty in all the 
productions of agriculture and in all the elements 
of national wealth, we find our manufactures 
suspended, our public works retarded, our private 
enterprises of different kinds abandoned, and 
thousands of useful laborers thrown out of em 
ploy men t aud reduced to want. The revenue of 
the government, which is chiefly derived from du 
ties on imports abroad, has been greatly reduced, 
whilst the appropriations made by Congress at 
its last session lor the current fiscal year are 
very large in amount. 

Under the circumstances, a loan may be re 
quired before the close of your present session; 
but this, although to be deeply regretted, would 
prove to be only a slight misfortune when com 
pared with the suffering and distress prevailing 
among the people. With this the government 
cannot fail deeply to sympathize, though it may 
be without the power to extend relief. 

It is our duty to inquire what has produced 
such unfortunate results, ana whether their recur 
rence can be prevented? In all former revul- 
sions, the blame might have been fairly attribu- 
ted to a variety of co-operating causes; but not 
so upon the present occasion. It is apparent 
that our existing misfortunes have proceeded 
solely from our extravagant and vicious system 
of paper currency and bank credits, exciting the 
people to wild speculations and gambling in 
stocks. These revulsions must continue to recur 
at successive intervals so long as the amount of 
the paper currency and bank loans and discounts 
of the country shall be left to the discretion ot 
fourteen hundred irresponsible banking institu- 
tions, which from the very law of their nature, 
will consult the interests of their stockholders, 
rather than the public welfare. 

The friends of the constitution, when they 
gave to Congress the power “to coin money and 
to regulate the value thereof,” and prohibited 
the States from coining money, emitting bills 
of credit, or making anything but gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts, supposed they 
had protected the people against the evils of an 
excessive ai.d irredeemable paper currency. — 
They are not responsible for the existing anoma- 
ly that a government endowed with the sover 
eign attribute of coining money aud regulating 
the value thereof should have no power to pre- 
vent others from driving this coin out of the 
country and filling up the channels of circula 
tion with paper which does not represent gold 
aud silver. 

It is one of the highest and most responsible 
duties of the government to insure to the people 
a sound circulating medium, the amount of which 
ought to be adopted with the utmost possible 
wisdom aud skill to the wants of internal trade 
and foreign exchanges. If this be either greatly 
above or greatly below the proper standard, the 
marketable value of every man's property is in- 
creased or diminished in the same proportion, 
and injustice to individuals as well as incalcula- 
ble evils to the community are the consequence. 

Unfortunately, under the construction of the 
federal constitution, which has now prevailed too 
long to be changed, this important and delicate 
duty has been dissevered from the coining power, 
and virtually transferred to more than fourteen 
hundred State banks, acting independently of 
each other, aud regulating their paper issues al- 
most exclusively by a regard to the present inter- 
est of their stockholders. Exercising the sover- 
eign power of providing a paper currency, in- 
stead of coin, for the country, the first duty 
which these banks owe to the public is to keep 
in their vaults a sufficient amount of gold and 
silver to insure the convertibility of their notes 
into coin at all times and under all circumstances. 
No bank ought ever to be chartered without 
such restrictions on its business as to secure this 
result. All other restrictions are comparatively 
vain. 

This is the only true touchstone, the only ef 
ficient regulator of a paper currency — the only 
one which can guard the public against over-is- 
sues and bank suspensions. As a collateral and 
eventual security is doubtless wise, and in all 
cases ought to be required, that banks shall hold 
an amount of United States or State securities 
equal to their notes in circulation and pledged for 
their redemption. This, however, furnishes no 
adequate security against over issues; on the 
contrary, it may be perverted to inflate the cur- 
rency. Indeed, it is possible by this means to 
convert all the debts of the United States into 
bank notes, without reference to the specie re- 
quired to redeem them. 

However valuable these securities may be in 
themselves, they cannot be converted into gold 
and silver at the moment of pressure, as our ex 
perience teaches, in sufficient time to prevent 
bank suspensions and the depreciation of bank 
notes. In England, which is to a considerable 
extent a paper money country, though vastly be- 
hind our own in this respect, it was deemed ad- 
visable, anterior to the act of Parliament of 1844, 
which wisely separated the issue ot notes from 
the banking department, for the Bank of Eng 
land always to keep on hand gold and silver 
equal to one-third of its combined circulation 
aud deposits. 

If this proportion was no more than sufficient 
to secure the convertibility of its notes, with the 
whole of Gveat Britain, and to some extent the 
continent of Europe as a field for its circulation, 
rendering it almost impossible that a sudden and 
immediate run to a dangerous amount should be 
made upon it, the same proportion would certain 
ly be insufficient under our banking system — 
Each of our fourteen hundred banks has but a 
limited circumference for its circulation, and in 
the course of a very few days the depositors and 
note holders might demand from such a bank a 
sufficient amount in specie to compel it to sus- 
pend, even although it had coin in its vaults 
equal to one third of its immediate liabilities. 

And yeti am not aware, with the exception of 
the banks of Louisiana, that any State bank 
throughout the Union has been required by the 
charter to keep this or any other proportion of 
gold and silver compared with the amount of its 
combined circulation and deposits What has 
been the consequence? In a recent report made 
by the Treasury Department on the condition of 
the banks throughout the different States, accord 
ing to the returns dated nearest to January, 1857, 
the aggregate amount of actual specie in their 
vaults is $58,349,838, of their circulation $214,- 
778,822, and of their deposits $230,351,352. — 
Thus it appears that these banks in the aggregate 
have considerably less than one dollar in seven 
of gold and silver compared with their circulation 
and deposits. 

It was palpable, therefore, that the very first 
pressure must drive them to suspension, and de 
prive the people of a convertible currency with 
all its disastrous consequences. It is truly won- 
derful that they should have so long continued to 
preserve their credit, when a demand for the pay - 
ment of one seventh of their immediate liabili- 
ties would have driven them into insolvency. 
And this is the condition of the banks, notwith- 
standing that four hundred millions in gold from 



California have flowed in upon U9 within the last 
eight years, and the tide still continues to flow. 
Indeed, such has been the extravagance of bank 
credit that the banks now hold a considerably 
less amount of specie, either in proportion to their 
capital or to their circulation and deposits com 
bined, than they did before the discovery of gold 
in California. 

Whilst in the year 1848 their specie, in propor 
tion to their capital, was more than equal to one 
dollar for four and a half; in 1857 it does not 
amount to one dollar for every six dollars and 
thirty three cents of their capital. In the year 
1848 the specie was equal within a very small 
traction to one dollar in five of their circulation 
and deposits; in 1857 it is not equal to one dollar 
in seven and a half of their circulation and 
deposits. 

From this statement it is easy to account for our 
financial history for the last forty years. It has 
been a history of extravagant expansions in the 
busine-^ of the countrv, followed by ruinous con- 
tractions. At successive intervals the best and 
most enterprising men have been tempted to their 
ruin bv excessive bank loans of mere paper cred- 
it, exciting them to extravagant importations of 
foreign goods, wild speculations, and ruinous and 
demoralizing stock gambling. When the crisis 
arrives, as arrive it must, the banks can extend no 
relief to the people. In a vain struggle to redeem 
their liabilities in specie they are compelled to 
contract their loans and their issues; and at last, 
in the hour of distress, when their assistance is 
most needed, they and their debtors together sink 
into insolvency. 

It is this paper system of extravagant expan 
sion, raising the nominal price of every article 
far beyond its real value, when compared with 
the cost of similar articles in countries whose cir 
culation is wisely regulated, which has prevent 
ed us from competing in our ow n markets with 
foreign manufacturers, has produced extrava 
gant importations, and has counteracted the effect 
of the large incidental protection afforded to our 
domestic manufactures by the present revenue 
tariff. But for this the branches of our manufac 
tures composed of raw materials, the production 
of our own country— such as cotton, iron, and 
woolen fabrics — would not only have acquired 
almost exclusive possession of the home market, 
but would have created for themselves a foreign 
market thoughout the world. 

Deplorable, howevet*, as may be our present 
financial condition, we may yet indulge in bright 
hopes for the future. No other nation has ever 
existed which could hare endured such violent 
expansions and contractions of paper credit with- 
outlasting injury; yet the buoyancy of youth, the 
energies of our population, and the spirit which 
never quails before difficulties, will enable us 
soon to recover from our present financial cm 
barrassment, and may even occasion U9 speedily to 
forget the lesson which they have taught. 

It, in the meantime, is the duty of the gov- 
ernment by all proper means within its power, 
to aid in alleviating the sufferings of the people 
occasioned by the suspension of the banks, and 
to provide against a recurrence of the same ca 
lamity. Unfortunately, in either aspect of the case, 
it can do but little. Thanks to the independent 
treasury, the government has not suspended pay 
ment, as it was compelled to do by the failure of 
the banks in 1837. It w ill continue to discharge 
its liabilities to the people in gold and silver. Its 
disbursements in coin will pass into circulation, 
and materially assist in restoring a sound curren- 
cy. From its high credit, should we be compell 
ed to make a temporary loan, it can be effected 
on advantageous terms. This, how r ever, shall, if 
possible, be avoided; but, if not, then the amount 
shall be limited to the lowest practicable sum. 

I have, therefore, determined that, whilst no 
useful government works already in progress 
shall be suspended, new works, not already com 
menced, will be postponed, if this can be done 
without injury to the country. Those necessary 
for its defense shall proceed as though there had 
been no crisis in our monetary affairs. 

But the Federal Government cannot do much 
to provide against a recurrence of existing evils. 
Even if insurmountable constitutional objections 
did not exist against the creation of a National 
Bank, this would furnish no adequate preventive 
security. The history of the last Bank of the 
United States abundantly proves the truth of this 
assertion. Such a bank could not, if it would, 
regulate the issues and credits of fourteen hun- 
dred State banks in such a manner as to prevent 
the ruinous expansions and contractions in our 
currency which afflicted us throughout the exis- 
tence of the late bank, or secure us against fu 
ture suspensions. In 1825 an effort was made 
by the Bank of England to curtail the issues of 
the country banks under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances. 

The paper currency had been expanded to a 
ruinous extent, and the bank put forth all its 
power to contract it in order to reduce prices and 
restore the equilibrium of foreign exchanges. It 
accordingly commenced a system of curtailment 
of its loans and issues, in the vain hope that the 
joint stock and private banks of the kingdom 
w ould be ^compel led to follow its example. It 
found, however, that as it contracted they ex- 
panded, aud at the end of the process, to employ 
the language of a very high official authority, 
“whatever reduction of the paper circulation was 
effected by the Bank of England (in 1825) wa9 
more than made up by the issue of the country 
banks.” 

But the Bank of the United States would not, 
if it could restrain the issues and loans of the 
State banks, because its duty as a regulator of 
the currency must often beiu direct conflict with 
the immediate interests of its stockholders. If 
we expect one agent to restrain or control an- 
other, their interests must, at least in some de 
gree, be antagonistic. But the directors of a 
Bank of the United States would feel the .same 
interest and the same inclination with the direc- 
tors of the State banks to expand the currency, 
to accommodate their favorites and friends with 
loans, and to declare large dividends. Such has 
been our experience in regard to the last bank. 

After all, we must mainly rely upon the pa- 
triotism and wisdom of the States for the pre- 
vention and redress of the evil. If they will af- 
ford us a real specie basis for our paper circula 
tion by increasing the denomination of bank 
notes, first to twenty, and afterwards to fifty dol- 
lars; if they will require that the banks shall at 
all times keep on hand at least one dollar of gold 
and silver for every three dollars of their circu 
lation and deposits; and if they will provide by 
a self-executing enactment, which nothing can 
arrest, that the moment they suspend they shall 
go into liquidation, I believe that such provisions, 
with a weekly publication by each bank of a 
statement of its condition, would go far to secure 
us against future suspensions of specie pay- 
ments. 

Congress, in my opinion, possesses the power 
to pass a uniform bankrupt law applicable to all 
banking institutions throughout the United States, 
and I strongly recommend its exercise. This 
would make it the irreversible organic law of 
each bank’s existence, that a suspension of specie 
payments shall produce its civil death. The in- 
stinct of self preservation would then compel it 
to perform its duties in such a manner as to es 
cape the penalty and preserve its life. 

The existence of banks and the circulation of 
bank paper are so identified with the habits of our 
people, that they cannot at this day be suddenly 
abolished without much immediate injury to the 
country. If we could confine them to their ap 
propriate sphere, and prevent them from ad 
ministering to the spirit of wild and reckless 
speculation by extravagant loans and issues, they 
might be continued with advantage to the public. 

But this I say, after long and much reflection, 
if experience shall prove it to be impossible to 
enjoy the facilities which well-regulated banks 
might aford, without at the same time suffering 
the calamities which the excesses of the banks 
have hitherto inflicted upon the country, it would 
then be far the lesser evil to deprive them alto 
gether of the power to issue a paper currency and 
confiue them to the functions of banks of deposit 
and discount. • 

Our relations with foreign governments are, 
upon the whole, in a satisfactory condition. 

The diplomatic difficulties which existed be 
tween the government of the United States and 
that of great Britain at the adjournment of the 
late Congress have been happily terminated by 
the appointment of a British Minister to this 
country, who has been cordially received. 

Whilst it is greatly to the interest, as I am 



convinced it i9 the sincere desire, of the govern- 
ments and the people of the two countries to be 
on terms of intimate friendship with each other, 
it has beeu our misfortune almost always to have 
had some irritating, if not dangerous, outetand 
ing question with Great Britain. 

Since the origin of the government, we have 
been employed in negotiating treaties with that 
power, and afterwards in discussing* their true in- 
tent and meaning In this respect the conven- 
tion of April 19, 1850, commonly called the Clay 
ton and Bulwer treaty, has been the most unfor- 
tunate of all; because the two governments place 
directly opposite and contradictory constructions 
upon its first and most important article. 

Whilst, in the United States, we believed that 
this treaty would place both powers upon an exact 
equality by the stipulation that neither will ever 
“occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume, or ex 
ercise any dominion,” over any part of Central 
America, it is contended by the British govern* 
ment that the true construction of this language 
has left them in the rightful possession of all 
that portion of Central America which was in their 
occupancy it the date of the treaty; in fact, that 
the treaty is a virtual recognition on the part of 
the United States of the right of Great Britain, 
either as owner or protector, to the whole exten 
sive coast of Central America, sweeping round 
from the Rio Hondo to the port and harbor of San 
Juan del Nicaragua, together with the adjacent 
Bay Islands, except the comparatively small por- 
tion of this between the Sarstoon and Caoe Hon- 
duras. According to their construction, the 
treaty does no more than simply prohibit them 
from extending their possessions in Central 
America beyond the present limits. It is not too 
much to assert that if in the United States the 
treaty had been considered susceptible of such a 
construction, it never would havo been negotiat 
ed under the authority of the President, nor would 
it have received the approbation of the Seifate 
The universal conviction in the United States 
was that when our government consented to vio- 
late its traditional and time honored policy, and 
to stipulate with a foreign government never to 
occupy or acquire territory in the Central Ameri- 
can portion of our continent, the consideration 
for this sacrifice was that Great Britain should, 
in this respect at least, be placed in the same po- 
sition with ourselves. Whilst we have no right 
to doubt the sincerity of the British government 
in their construction of the treaty, it is at the 
same time mv deliberate conviction that this 
construction is in opposition both to its letter and 
its spirit. 

Under the late administration negotiations 
were instituted between the two governments for 
the purpose, if possible, of removing these diffi 
culties; and a treaty having this laudable object 
in view was signed at London on the 17th of Oc- 
tober, 1856, and was submitted by the President 
to the Senate on the following 10th of December 
Whether this treaty, either in its original or 
amended form, would have accomplished the 
object intended without giving birth to new and 
embarrassing complications between the two gov- 
ernments, may perhaps be well questioned. Cer- 
tain it is, however, it was rendered much less 
objectionable by the different amendments made 
to it by the Senate. The treaty, as amended, 
was ratified by me on the 12th of March, 1857, 
and was transmitted to London for ratification 
by the British government. That government 
expressed its willingness to concur in all the 
amendments made by the Senate with the 
single exception of the clause relating to Ruatan 
and the other islands in the Bay of Honduras. 
The article in the original treaty, as submitted 
to the Senate, after reciting that these islands 
and their inhabitants “having been by a conven 
tion bearing date the 27th day of August, 1856, 
between her Britanic Majesty and the Republic 
of Honduras, constituted and declared a free ter- 
ritory under the sovereignty of the said Republic 
of Honduras,” stipulated that “the two contract- 
ing powers do hereby mutually engage to recog- 
nize and respect in all future time, the indepen 
dence and rights of the said free territory a9 a 
part of the Republic of Honduras.” 

Upon an examination of this convention be 
tween Great Britain and Honduras of the 27th 
August, 1856, it was found that, whilst declaring 
the Bay Islands to be “a free territory under the 
sovereignty of the republic of Honduras,” it de 
prived that republic of rights without which its 
sovereignty over them could scarcely be said to ex 
ist. It divided them from the remainder of^Ioudu 

ras, and gave to their inhabitans a separate govern 
ment of their own, with legislative, executive, 
and judicial officers elected by themselves. 

It deprived the government of Honduras of the 
taxing power in every form, and exempted the 
people of the island from the performance of 
military duty except for their own exclusive de 
fense. It also prohibited that republic from 
erecting fortifications upon them for their protec 
tion — thus leaving them open to invasion from 
any quarter; and, finally, it provided that “slave 
ry shall not at any time hereafter be permitted to 
exist therein.” 

Had Honduras ratified this convention, she 
would have ratified the establishment of a State 
substantially independent within her own limits, 
and a State at all times subject to British influ- 
ence and control. Moreover, had the United 
States ratified the treaty with Great Britain in its 
original form, we should have been bound “to 
recognize and respect, in all future time” these 
stipulations to the prejudice of Honduras. Being 
in direct opposition to the spirit and meaning of 
the Clayton and Bulwer treaty as understood in 
the United States, the Senate rejected the entire 
clause, and substituted in its stead a simple rec 
ognition of the sovereign right of Honduras to 
these islands in the following language: “The 
two contracting parties do hereby mutually en- 
gage to recognize and respect the islands of Rua- 
tan, Boraco, Utila, Barbarette, Helena, and Mo- 

rat, situate in the Bay of Honduras, and off the 
coast of the Republic of Honduras, as under the 
sovereignty and as part of the said Republic of 
Honduras.” 

Great Britain rejected this amendment, assign 
ing as the only reason, that the ratifications of 
the convention of the 27th August, 1856, be 
tween her and Honduras, had not been “exchang- 
ed, owing to the hesitation of that government.” 
Had this been done, it is stated that “HeV Majes- 
ty’s government would have had little difficulty 
in agreeing to the modifications proposed by the 
Senate, which then would have had in effect the 
same signification as the “original wording.” — 
Whether this would have been the effect; w hether 
the mere circumstance of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the British convention with Hon- 
duras prior in point of time to the ratification of 
our treaty with Great Britain would, “in effect,” 
have had “the same signification as the original 
wording,” and thus fulfilled the amendment of 
the Senate, may well be doubted. It is, per 
haDS. fortunate that the question has never arisen 

The British government immediately after re 
jecting the treaty as amended, proposed to enter 
into a new treaty with the United States, simi 
lar in all respects to the treaty which they had 
just refused to ratify, if the United States would 
consent to add to the Senate’s clear and unqual- 
ified recognition of the sovereignty of Honduras 
over the Bay Islands the following conditional 
stipulation: “Whenever and so soon a9 the Re 
public of Honduras shall have concluded and 
ratified a treaty with Great Britain, by which 
Great Britain shall have ceded, and the Repub 
lie of Honduras have accepted the said islands 
subject to the provisions and conditions contain- 
ed in such treaty.” 

This proposition was of course rejected. After 
the Senate had refused to recognize the British 
convention with Honduras of the 27th August, 
1856, with full knowledge of its contents, it was 
impossible for me, necessarily ignorant of the 
“provisions and conditions” which might be con- 
tained in a future convention between the same 
parties, to sanction them in advance. 

The fact is, that when two nations like Great 
Britain and'the United States, mutually desirous 
as they are, and 1 trust ever may be, of main 
taining the most friendly relations with each 
other, have unfortunately concluded a treaty 
which they understand in senses directly opposite, 
the wisest course is to abrogate such a* treaty by 
mutual consent, and to commence anew. Had 
this been done promptly, all difficulties in Cen 
tral America would most probably, ere this, have 
been adjusted to the satisfaction of both parties. 
The time spent in discussing the meaning of the 
Clayton and Bulwer treaty would have been de- 
voted to this praiseworthy purpose, and the task 



would have been the more easily accomplished, 
because the interest of the two countries in Cen- 
tral America is identical, being confined to se 
curing safe transits over all the routes across the 
Isthmus. 

Whilst entertaining these sentiments, 1 shall 
nevertheless not refuse to contribute to any rea 
sonable adjustment of the Central American 
questions which is not practically inconsistent 
with the American interpretation of the treaty. 
Overtures for this purpose have been recently 
made by the British Government in a friendly 
spirit, which I cordially reciprocate; but whether 
this renewed effort will result in success, lam 
not yet prepared to express an opinion. A brief 
period will determine. 

With France our ancient relations of friend- 
ship still continues to exi9t. The French Gov- 
ernment have in several recent instances which 
need not be enumerated, evinced a spirit of good 
will and kindness towards our country which I 
heartily reciprocate. It is, notwithstanding, much 
to be regretted that two nations whose produc 
tionsarc of such a character as to invite the most 
extensive exchanges and freest commercial in- 
tercourse, should continue to enforce ancient and 
obsolete restrictions of trade against each other. 
Our commercial treaty with France is in this re 
spect an exception from our treaties with all 
other commercial nations. It jealously levies 
discriminating duties both on tonnage and on 
articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the one country, when arriving in vessels belong- 
ing to the other. 

More than forty years ago, on the 3d of March, 
1815, Congre-s passed an act offering to all na 
tions to admit their vessels laden with their na- 
tional productions into the ports of the United 
States upon the same terms., with our own vessels, 
provided they would reciprocate to us similar ad- 
vantages. This act confined the reciprocity to 
the productions of the respective foreign nations 
who might enter into the proposed arrangement 
w ith the United States. The act of May 24, 1828, 
removed this restriction, and offered a similar 
reciprocity to all such vessels without reference 
to the origin of their cargoes. Upon these prin- 
ciples, our commercial treaties and arrangements 
have beeh founded, except with France; and 
let us hope that this exception may not long ex 
ist 

Our relations with Russia remain as they have 
ever been — on the most friendly footing. The 
present Emperor, as well as his predecessors, have 
never failed, when the occasion offered, to man- 
ifest their good will to our country; and their 
friendship has always been highly appreciated 
by the government and people of the United 
States. 

With all other European governments, except 
that o f Spain, our relations are as peaceful as 
we could desire. I regret to say that no progress 
tvhatever has been made, since the adjournment 
of Congress, toward the settlement of any of the 
numerous claim* of our citizens against the 
Spanish government. Besides the outrage com 
mined on our fl»g by the Spanish war frigate 
Ferrolana. on the high seas, off the coast of Cuba, 
in March. 1855, by firing into the American 
mail steamer El Dorado, and detaining and 
searching her, remains unacknowledged and tin- 
redressed. The general tone and temper of the 
Spanish government toward that of the United 
States are much to be regretted. Our present en- 
voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to 
Madrid has asked to be recalled; and it is my 
purpose to send out a new minister to Spain, with 
special instructions on all questions pending be 
tween the two governments, and with a determi 
nation to h ive them speedily and amicably ad 
justed, if this be possible. In the meantime, when 
ever our minister urges the just claims of our 
citizens on the notice of the Spanish government 
he is met with the objection that Congress have 
never made the appropriation recommended by 
President Polk in his annual message of Decern 
ber, 1847, “to be paid to the Spanish government 
for the purpose of distribution among the claim 
ants in the Amistad case.” A similar recom- 
mendation was made by his immediate predeces- 
sor in his message of December, 1843; and en- 
tirely concurring with both in the opinion that 
this indemnity is justly due under the treaty with 
Spain on the 27th Oct , 1795, I earnestly recom 
mend an appropriation to the favorable consider- 
ation of Congress. 

A treaty of friendship ami commerce was con 
eluded at Constantinople on the 13th December, 
1856, between the United States and Persia, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged at Con 
stantioople on the 13th of June, 1857, and the 
treaty was proclaimed by the President on the 
18th of August, 1857. This treaty, it i9 believed, 
will prove beneficial to American commerce. — 
The Shah has manifested an earnest disposition 
to cultivate friendly relations with our country, 
and has expressed a strong wish that we should 
be represented at Teheran by a Minister Pleni- 
potentiary; and I recommend that an appropria- 
tion be made for this purpose. 

Recent occurrences in China have been unfa- 
vorable to a revision of the treaty with that em 
pire of the 3d July, 1844, with a view to the se- 
curity and extension of our commerce. The 
24th article of this treaty stipulated for a revis- 
ion of it, in case experience should prove this to 
be requisite; “in which case the two governments 
will, at the expiration of twelve years from the 
date of said convention, treat amicably concur- 
ring the same, by means of suitable persons 
appointed to conduct such negotiations.” 

These twelve years expired on the 3d of July, 
1856; but long before that period it was ascer 
tained that important changes in the treaty were 
necessary; and several fruitless attempts were 
made by the Commissioner of the United States 
to affect these changes. 

Another effort was about to bo made for the 
same purpose by our commissioner, in conjunc- 
tion with the ministers of England and France, 
but this was suspended by the occurrence of I 109 
tilities in the Canton river between Great Bri- 
tain and the Chinese Empire. 

The hostilities have necessarily interrupted 
the trade of all nations with Canton, which is now 
in a state of blockade, and have occasioned a se 
rious loss of life and property. Meanwhile, the 
insurrection within the Empire, against the ex 
isting imperial dynasty, still continues, and it is 
difficult to anticipate what will be the result. 

Under these circumstances, I have deemed it ad 
visable to appoint a distinguished citizen of Penn- 
sylvania Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen 
ipotentiarv to proceed to China and avail himself 
of any opportunities which may offer, to effect 
changes in the existing treaty favorable to Amer 
ican commerce. He left the United States for 
the place ot his destination in July last, in the 
war steamer Minnesota. Special Ministers to 
China have also been appointed by the govern 
ments of Great Britain and France. 

Whilst our minister has been instructed to 
occupy a neutral position in reference to the ex 
isting hostilities at Canton, he will cordially co 
operate with the British and French ministers in 
all peaceful measures to secure by treaty stipu 
lations those just concessions to commerce which 
the nations of the world have a right to expect, 
and which China cannot long be permitted to 
withhold. 

From assurance received, I entertain no doubt 
that the three ministers will act in harmonious 
concert to obtain similar commercial treaties for 
each of the powers they represent 

We cannot fail to feel a deep interest in all 
that concerns the welfare of the independent re- 
publics on our own continent, as well as of the 
empire of Brazil. 

Our difficulties with New Grenada, which a 
short time 9incc bore so threatening an aspect, 
are, it is to be hoped, in a fair train of settle- 
ment in a manner just and honorable to both 
parties. 

The Isthmus of Central America, including 
that of Panama, is the great highway between 
the Atlantic and Pacific, over which a large por- 
tion of the commerce of the world is destined to 
pas9. The United States are more deeply inter- 
ested than any other nation in preserving the 
freedom and security of all communications across 
this Isthmus. It i9 our duty, therefore, to take 
care that they shall not be interrupted either by 
invasions from our own country or by wars be 
tween the independent States of Central Ameri- 
ca. 

Under our treaty with New Grenada, of the 
12th December, 1846, we are bound to guaranty 
the neutrality of the Isthmus of Panama, through 
which the Panama railroad passes, “as well as the 



rights of sovereignty and property which New 
Grenada has, and possesses over the said Terri* : 
lory.” This obligation is founded upon equiva- j 
lents grauted bv the treaty to the government and 
people of the United States 

Under these circumstances, I recommend to 1 
Congress the passage of an act authorizing the 
President, in case of necessity, to employ the land 
and naval forces of the United States to carry 1 
into effect this gnarantee of nentrallty and 
protection. I also recommend similar legisla 
tion for the security of any other route across the 
isthmus in which we may acquire an interest by 
treaty. 

With the independent republics on this conti- 
nent it is both our duty and our interest to culti 
vate the most friendly relations. We can never 
feel indifferent to their fate, and must always re- 
joice in their prosperity Unfortunately,' both 
for them and lor us, our example and advice have 
lost much of their influence in consequence of 
the lawless expeditions which have been fitted 
out against some of them within the limits of 
our country. Nothing is better calculated to re- ' 
tard our steady material progress, or impair our! 
character as a nation, than the toleration of such | 
enterprises, in violation of the law of nations. 

It is one of the first and highest duties of any 
independent State, in its relations with the mem 
bers of the great family of nations, to restrain 
the people from acts of hostile agg-ession against 
their citizens or subjects. The most eminent 
writers on public law do not hesitate to denounce 
such hostile acts as robbery and murder. 

Weak and feeble States, like those of Central 
America, may not feel themselves able to assert ' 
and vindicate their rights. The case would be 
far different if expeditions were set on foot with 
in our own territories to make private war against 
a powerful nation If such expeditions were fit- 
ted out from abroad against any portion of our 
country, to burn down cities, murder and plunder 
our people, and usurp our government, we should 
call any power on earth to the strictest account 
for not preventing such enormities. 

Ever since the administration of General 
Washington, acts of Congress have been in force 
to punish severely the crime of setting on foot a 
military expedition within the limits Of the United 
States, to proceed from thence against a nation 
or State, with whom we are at peace. The pre- 
sent neutrality act of April 26, 1818, is but a lit- 
tle more than a collection of pre existing laws 
Under this act the President is empowered to 
employ the land and naval forces and the militia 
“lor the purpose of preventing the carrying on 
of any such expedition or enterprise from the 
territories and jurisdiction of the United States,” 
and the collectors of customs are authorized and 
required to detain any vessel in port when there 
is reason to believe she is about to take part in 
such lawless enterprises. 

When it was first rendered probable that an 
attempt would be made to get up another unlaw- 
ful expedition against Nicaragua, the Secretary I 
of Suite issued instructions to the marshals and j 
district attorneys, which were directed by the ' 
Secretaries of VVar and the Navy to the appro- 1 
priate array and navy officers, requiring them to j 
be vigiluut, and to use their best exertions in car i 
rying into effect the provisions of 1*18. Not 
withstanding these precautions, the expedition 
lias escaped from our shores. Such enterprises 
can do no possible good to the country, but have 
already inflicted much injury both on its interests 
and its character They have prevented peaceable 
emigration from the United States to the States 
of Central America, which could not fail to be 
highty beneficial to all the parties concerned. — 
In a pecuniary point of view alone, our citizens 
have sustained heavy losses from the seizure aud 
closing of the transit routes by the San Juan be- 
tween the two oceans 

The leader of the recent expedition was arrest- 
ed at New Orleans, but was discharged on giving 
bail for his appearance in the insufficient sum of 
$ 2 , 000 . 

I commend the whole subject to the serious at- 
tention of Congress, believing that our duty and 
interest, as well as our national character, require 
that we should adopt such measures as will be 
effectual in restraining our citizens from commit 
ting such outrages. 

I regret to inform you that the President of 
Paraguay has refused to ratify the treaty between ! 
the United States and that State as amended by 
the Senate, the signature of which was mentioned 
in the message of my predecessor to Congtess at 
the opening of its session in December, 1853. 
The reason assigned for their refusal will appear 
in the correspondence herewith submitted. 

It being desirous to ascertain the fitness of the 
river La Plata and its tributaries for navigation 
by steam, the United States steamer Water- Witch 
was sent thither for that purpose in 1853. This 
enterprise was successfully carried on until Feb- 
ruary, 1855, when, whilst in the peaceful prose- 
cution of her voyage up the Parana river, the 
steamer was fired upon from a Paraguayan fort. 
The fire was returned; but as the Water-Witch 
was of small force, and not designed for offensive 
operations, she retired from the conflict. The 
pretext upon which the attack was made was a 
a decree of the President of Paraguay, of Octo- 
ber, 1854, prohibiting foreign vessels of war from 
navigating the rivers of that State. As Para- 
guay, however, was the owner of but one bank of 
the river of that name, the other belonging to 
Corientes, a State of the Argentine Confedera- 
tion, the right of its government to expect that 
such a decree would be obeyed cannot be ac 
knowledged. But the Water-Witch was not, 
properly speaking, a vcssel-of war. She was a 
small steamer engaged iu a scientific enterprise 
intended for the advantage of commercial States 
generally. Under these circumstances, I am con 
strained to consider the attack upon her as unjus 
tifiable, and as calling for satisfaction from the 
Paraguayan government. 

Citizens of the United States, also, who were 
established in business in Paraguay, have had 
their property seized and taken from them, and 
have otherwise been treated by the authorities 
in an insulting and arbitrary manner, which re- 
quires redress. 

A demand for these purposes will be made in 
a firm but conciliatory spirit. This will the more 
probably be granted if the Executive shall have 
authority to use other means in the event of a 
refusal. This is accordingly recommended. 

It is unnecessary to state in detail the alarm 
ing condition of the Territory of Kansas at the 
time of my inauguration. The opposing parties 
then stood in hostile array against each other, 
and any accident might have relighted the flames 
of civil war. Besides, at this critical moment, 
Kansas was loft without a Governor, by the re- 
signation of Governor Geary. 

On the 19th of February previous, the Terri- 
torial Legislature had passed a law providing for 
the election of delegates on the third Monday of 
June, to a convention to meet on the first Mon- 
day of September, for the purpose of framing a 
constitution preparatory to admission into the 
Union. This law was in the main fair and just; 
and it is to be regretted that all the qualified 
electors had not registered them9elve9 and voted 
under its provisions. 

[to be continued.] 



Common School Notice. 

T HE Commissioners of Common Schools— unless they 
Imve attended to the duty — will he pleased to for- 
ward, directly, copies of their certificates of appoint- 
ments and qualifications; and also statements of their 
settlements for the tear 1^56, of moneys paid in 1857. 
This is a matter of importance, and it is hoped will re- 
ceive prompt attention. 

It is feared that some Commissioners have been care, 
less in reporting the Fractional District* (See Com- 
mon School Laws, Article 5th, Section 3d.) Some er- 
rors have been made by reporting the whole of such 
Districts to each county, thereby drawing the amounts 
tw ice. Diligence in the performance of this duty will 
avoid grea’ perplexity and loss. 

The law, as amended by the last Legislature, requires 
very prompt returns from the Commissioners. Their 
Reports should be | lainly wrtUen. ami the Gguies dis- 
tinctly made, in columns regularly drawn. 

Orders must describe the manner in which funds are 
to be drawn, as no money is sent by mail. 

See Superintendent's Report, forwarded this year, for 
further i< formation . In this report w ill be found all the 
laws, necessary directions, forms, dec. Blanks have beer, 
forwarded for use ot the Commissioners. 

JOHN D. MATTHEWS, Sup. Pub. Ins. 
THO. S. PAGE, Auditor. 

Frankfort, Nov. 03. 1857 — lrn. 

•/Yeoman, Louisville Journal and Democrat copy 
weekly one month. 



F RE.sH SUGAR CURED WHITE FISH— A few pack- 
ages. Just received and for sale bv 
Nov. 23, 1857. GRAY A TODD. 



$ 50,000 

• WORTH OF 

FALL Aftb sviNiEH G-iuDS, 

AT 

P It 1 M E COS T ! 

CltAlU, ELLIOTT & GO., 

LEXINUTON, KY. 

Owing to the limitation ot their partnership to the first 
day of January next, will oil. their entire stock of 

FANCY AND STAPLE GOODS 

AT COST FOR CASH! 

Or to their regular customers on account, to the first ot 
January next- consisting in part of tin* following Goods: 
75 Pattern* Flounced Bayadere and Side Striped Silk 
Dresses; 

125 Put terns Plaid, Striped ami Plain Silk Dresses; 
Chintz Calicoes, Ginghams ami other Dress Goods. 

EMBROIDERIES. 

30 Setts Valencien and English Thread Laces, i ew 
and beautiful. 

35 Setts Cambric and Swiss Embroideries, new de- 

signs. 

Collars. Sleeves and Bands separately. 

LINEN GOODS. 

100 pieces Richardson’s Iri-h Linens, our own impor- 
tation, cheap arjd warranted all linen. 

Table Linen, Sheetings, Towel* and Napkins. 

WOOLEN (iOODS. 

Cloths, 

Cassi meres. 

Vestings aud 

Cassinelts; 

CLOAKS, MANTLES & SHAWLS. 

Velvet Cloaks and Mantles. Embroidered ml Plain. 
Cloth and Woolen Cloaks and Mantles; 

Chenelle. B roc ha and Woolen Shuwls A Scarfs; 

WEDDING, PARTY AND DINING 
GOODS. 

30 Patterns of White and Colored Silks, Flounced: 
Embroidered A Striped for Weddings Parlies. 
15 Patterns White aud t olored Tule .Crape and Mus- 
lin. 

DRESSES VERY HANDSOME & CHEAP, 
W ith a very large assortment of all kinds of .STAPLE 
AN1) FaN* V' GOODS, and we pledge our friends and 
customers to sell them a* above ami cheaper than ever 
sold in the Western countiy . [Nov. 2, 1-57 — 6w. 



T O T II E PUBLIC. 

WHEELER X WILSON 

MANUFACTURING (JO MPA N V ’ s 

HVlPROVEft SLtflriu MACHINES! 

U J K would respectfully invite the Ladies of Lexingtoa 
and adjoining towns, to call at our office umi exam- 
ine the above named Machines, for which we are the 
sole agents of Kentucky, with ih« exception of Louis- 
ville. ‘ 

— ALSO— 

Agents for the WILLI M ANTIC LINEN COMPA- 
NY’S PATENT FINISH THREAD. 

This thread is pronounced by those who have used it 
to be superior to Coat’* for hand sewing. For Sewing 
Machines this thread islho best and ouly thread that can 
give satisfaction. 

We have also for sale a supplv of Sewing Machine 
Twist. WHEELER & IVES, 

Office over T. Bradley & Co.’s Hardware Store. 

Main street, Lexington, Ky 
TT* Orders for Machines will be received by Mrs. 
LYONS, at her Fancy Store, St. Clair street. Frankfort, 
Ky. Also Instruction given in their use to those who 
purchase. / 

Seth Wheeler. 

Philo L. Ives. 

Aug. 31, tf. [Ch. Obs. Sr R«p.\ 



T. S. & J. R. PAGE, 

St. Clair Street, 

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY, 

t RE nowin receipt of their unusually large stock of 
:1 FALL AM) WINTER DItY GOOD*, consisting 
in part of the richest and most elegant slock of 

SILKS AND FANCY GOODS 

p robublv ever exhibited in thin city: 

PLAIN BLACK SILKS, , 

LYONS SILK VELVETS, 

FLOUNCED ROBES, Silk and Worsted. 

ROBES A QU1LLE, 

HIGH PRINTED 1 PLAINES, 

SAXONY PLAIDS, 

PLAIN D’LAINES, 

ENGLISH AND FRENCH PRINTS. 
PLAIN AND PRINTED MARINOS, 

PR I .MED FLANNELS, 

CO BERGS AND ALPACAS, 

black crape merino, 

BOMBAZINES, 

GINGHAMS, 

SHAWLS, CLOAKS AND FURS. 

SASH AND SIDE RIBBONS. 

Especial attention is requested to their large stock of 
SHEETINGS. SHIRTINGS, LINENS, W HITE 
GOODS, consisting in part of 
PLAIN WHITE ORGANDIES, 

ENGLISH LONG CLOTH, 

EMBROIDERIES, 

LACE SETTS, 

HOOSIERY AND GLOVES, 

STEEL, and all kinds of Hoop 
Skirts, with a full stock of all kinds of goods kept in 
our line. 

We will be in receipt of goods by Express during the 
season, and by an arrangement East can furnish any 
goods not on hand, at ihe shortest notice and lowest 
figures. It wilt a <ud us a pleasure to show our goods 
to all. 

ir~PKemcmber low prices and quick sales is our way 
of doing businese. 

Sept, t, 1857- tf. T. 8. A J. R. PAGE. 
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HORACE STEARNS. 



C1IAS. A. CI.ARKE. 



STEARNS & CLARKE’S 

NATIONAL 

AMBR0TYPE GALLERY. 

Main st . , adjoining Telegraph Office, 

Frankfort, Ky. 
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lit Every stylo of Picture executed with neatness 
^ ’ and dispatch, at reduced prices. 



<u 7 1 ip- 

<^jt . All W ork Warranted to give Satisfaction jj>. 

<rr. Gel. 2, 1857 — 3iu. jp 

<C 3* 



MILIjINERY 

AND 



FANCY GOODS STORE. 

MANSION HOUSE, 

ST. CLAIR STREET, FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY, 



MRS. E. C. STUOBRIDGE 



1ITOULD respectfully inform h«r friends and the pub- 
m lie thai she has uu hand u large aud fashionable as- 
sortment of 



Bonnets, Caps, 



Head resses, 



Ribbons, Feathers, 

Flowers, Hair Braids, 
Curls, Brass Hoops, 



and ail »>th»*r articles Usually kept iu a Millinery Estab- 
lishment, which -he will dull as low as ihe lowest. 

Nov. 2, 1857 — 3in. 



Regular Packet for Louisville. 

, . TI1K .Stuumor DOVE. S.MCICL Sakoeri 
jtteriisiKitf Master, will loave Bron.lvu, Muiwla.’s 

■if'.’-'JMWal Oregon, and Wiinillnnl ...uidiii* .-v.’-r. 

Monday. 

Leaves Frankfort every Tuesday and Fridav at 8 o'- 
clock. A. M. 

Leaves Louisville for Frank fort even Wednesday at 
3 o’clock, P. M. ‘ 3 

Leaves Louisville every Saturday at 3 o'clock, P. M.. 
for Frankfort, Woodford Landing, O/egon. Monday's 
and Brooklyn. 

For freight or passage apply on board orto 

JOHN A1 SON A ( ’(). , Agents . 

Nov. il, 1857— tf. 



For Rent 

.r E desire to rent the property I tcly occupied vt*:-. 
i? by James K. Page, deceased, be Cenio- 
tery Hill. The dwelling house co,..;.tn> uleven " .’.’I 
rooms, together with kitchen and o t houses. Posses- 
sion give u immediately. For particulars inquire of 
Nov. 20, 1857— tf. T. S. & J. H. PAGE. 



